Focal cognitive deficits accentuated by depression.
A patient with a postoperative posterior right hemisphere lesion underwent neuropsychological testing during a major depressive episode, and again following remission of the depression. Qualitative visuoconstructive deficits typical of right hemisphere damage were present when the patient was depressed, but were absent following treatment of the depression. Verbal intelligence, cooperation, and vigilance were normal. The case suggests that depression may accentuate focal cognitive signs of fixed lesions in the absence of global impairment of function.